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“One of the very best wine festivals in the world”
As a sponsor of the Vancouver International Wine Festival, you will have 
unparalleled access to 18,000 affluent festivalgoers (65.5 percent have household 
income over $100,000 and over half of those have $150,000+ HHI) with plenty of 
disposable income. The typical festivalgoer is 38 years old and is an active, social, 
wine-and-food savvy professional. Patrons spend an average of $523 per month 
($6,275 annually) on wine and dining out with wine. 

Your partnership will be tailored to suit your budget and sponsorship goals. It can 
be festival-wide or you can choose from a menu of public-only or trade-only events, 
large or small.

SPONSOR CANADA’S PREMIER WINE SHOW
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Your sponsorship of the Vancouver International Wine Festival helps support one of 
Vancouver’s iconic arts organizations. Net proceeds raised go to Bard on the Beach 
Shakespeare Festival.

We are delighted to have contributed nearly $10.2 million to the performing arts 
since our inception in 1979. Bard on the Beach has been VIWF's charitable partner 
since 2013 and the festival has raised nearly $2.2 million for Bard since then, 
including $165,000 in 2024. Created as a fundraiser for the Vancouver Playhouse 
Theatre Company, VIWF proudly supported the Playhouse for 34 years until it closed 
in 2012.

Bard on the Beach is one of Canada’s largest not-for-profit, professional 
Shakespeare festivals, celebrating its 35th season in 2024. Presented in a 
magnificent setting on the waterfront in Vancouver’s Vanier Park, Bard on the Beach 
offers Shakespeare plays, related dramas and several special events in two 
performance tents from June through September. Artistic director Christopher Gaze 
actively spreads enthusiasm for the magic of Shakespeare’s plays through 
numerous guest appearances at corporate, scholastic and private events.

Through its constantly expanding community outreach, Bard hosts the popular 
Young Shakespeareans Workshops for youth and teens at the site during the 
summer and at its administrative centre in the off-season, plus Bard in the 
Classroom workshops for students and teachers throughout the school term. In 2014, 
it launched the Riotous Youth program to provide further Shakespearean theatre 
education to some of its summer workshop graduates.

THE PLAY’S THE THING

Chelsea Rose & Oscar Derkx, As You Like It, 2023  
Photo & Image Design: Emily Cooper 

Raising a glass at the Bacchanalia Gala Dinner + Auction, presented by National Bank Private Banking 
1859, which raised $165,000 for Bard on the Beach in 2023! (L-R) VIWF executive director  Harry 
Hertscheg, Bard executive director Claire Sakaki, and Bard artistic director Christopher Gaze. 
Photo: Christine McAvoy
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• Beneficiary: Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival ($165,000 in 2024); $2.2 
million since Bard became beneficiary in 2013; $10.2 million for the performing 
arts since inception). Details on Page 3.

• 46th annual (founded 1979)
• February 22-March 2
• 8 days. Some highlights:

• Bacchanalia Gala Dinner + Auction, February 22
• Tasting Room at Vancouver Convention Centre, February 27-March 1. The 

heart of the festival with six tasting sessions over three days: four 
International Festival Tastings for consumers and two Trade Tastings

• Trade Days, three days and 10 events, February 26-28. Trade-only events 
include a plenary, seminars, networking lunches and Trade Tastings

• 18,000+ admissions
• 122 wineries
• 15 countries
• ~ 40 events at ~20 venues

• 30 for the public and 10 for trade
• ~ 50 participating restaurants, hotels, caterers
• ~1,000 wines, including

• ~700 at International Festival Tastings
• ~300 wines at special events (dinners, seminars, etc)

• 42,000 bottles poured and/or purchased (2024 stats)
• Tasting Room size (at VCC West): ~53,000 square feet 

2025 QUICK FACTS

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
February 22-March 2, 2025 

VanWineFest.ca  |  Sponsors@VanWineFest.ca



5

Festivalgoers are young, well-educated and affluent (65.5 percent have household 
income of $100,000+ per annum and over half of those have HHI of $150,000+) and 
have high disposable income.

They are loyal, repeat customers – 65 percent have attended two or more years. 
Gender breakdown is 54 percent women, 46 percent men.

About 79 percent of festivalgoers are from the Metro Vancouver area. The rest of BC 
– mainly the Interior/Okanagan, Vancouver Island, Sea to Sky corridor – accounts
for ~15 percent, and about six percent are out-of-province or out-of-country.

AGES

• 19 to 24 – 3 percent
• 25 to 34 – 21 percent
• 35 to 44 – 21.5 percent
• 45 to 54 – 24.5 percent
• 55 to 64 – 21 percent
• 65+ – 9 percent
• Average age 38

GENDER

• Men, 48 percent
• Women, 52 percent

HOUSEHOLD INCOME

• $200,000+ – 18.5 percent
• $151,000 to $200,000 – 16.9 percent
• $100,000 to $150,000 – 30.1 percent
• $76,000 to $100,000 – 16 percent
• $51,000 to $75,000 – 14.5 percent
• $50,000 and under – 4.7 percent

EDUCATION

• University degree, some university –
60.8 percent

• Post-secondary degree –
24.5 percent; 10.6 some

• High school or equivalent – 4 percent

Data from 2019 online survey; past & current onsite surveys; 2019 box office statistics.

DEMOGRAPHICS

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
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The Vancouver International Wine Festival is Canada’s premier wine show and 
widely considered to be the best wine event in North America. With 18,000 
admissions and at 45 years of age, it also is one of the biggest and oldest in 
the world. It unites twin passions for great wine and good food in a city that is 
renowned for its wine savvy and its vibrant fine dining culture. In 2022, the festival 
returned after a COVID-forced hiatus to showcase some 680 wines from 13 
countries, welcoming the wine world back to Vancouver. In 2023 and 2024, the 
festival has continued the return to pre-pandemic numbers, growing to 147 wineries 
and 42 events 

The festival is headquartered at the dramatic Vancouver Convention Centre. The 
festival has won the #1 Food, Wine & Hospitality Industry Event in Canada from 
New York’s BizBash for eight years running.

Each year the festival shines the spotlight on one of the ~15 participating countries 
or regions. The featured region has more wineries, wines and events than any other. 
The 2025 theme is Wines of USA

RECENT THEMES
2024 Discover Italy
2023 Celebrate South America
2020 Explore France
2019 Dream Big: California Style  
2018 Viva Iberia (Spain & Portugal)  2017 
The Wine World Celebrates Canada  

2016 Italia!
2015 Savour Australia 
2014 France Bon Appétit 
2013 California Wines 
2012 Wines of Chile 

THE WINE WORLD IS HERE

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
February 22-March 2, 2025 
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Every participating winery sends a vine star (proprietor, winemaker, family member, 
senior executive) to VanWineFest. And that often means that the person pouring the 
wine has his or her name on the bottle. It’s what sets this festival apart. Some of the 
winemakers at previous festivals include:

THE VINE STARS ARE HERE

Michel Chapoutier  
Proprietor 
Maison M. Chapoutier 
(France)

Nathalie Bonhomme 
Winemaker 
El Petit Bonhomme/Gil Family Estates  
(Spain)

Dr. Laura Catena
Managing Director
Catena Zapata  
(Argentina)

Aurelio Montes, Jr.
Chief Winemaker
Montes  
(Chile)

Genevieve Janssens 
Chief Winemaker 
Robert Mondavi Winery 
(USA: California)

Christine Coletta 
Owner 
Okanagan Crush Pad 
(British Columbia: Okanagan) 

Charles Smith 
Proprietor  
Charles Smith Wines  
(USA: Washington State)

Daniel Castaño 
Export Director & Family Member 
Familia Castaño 
(Spain)

Sergio Zingarelli 
Proprietor 
Rocca delle Macìe  
(Italy)

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
February 22-March 2, 2025 
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Dozens of the province’s most celebrated chefs, restaurants, hotels and caterers 
take part in the festival, staging winery dinners or lunches. Some of the all-star 
chefs and restaurants participating in recent festivals include:

THE STOVE STARS ARE HERE

David Hawksworth 
Hawksworth Restaurant 
(Photo courtesy of Hawksworth Restaurant)

Alex Chen  
Boulevard Kitchen & Oyster Bar  
(Photo from boulevardvancouver.ca)

Frank Pabst  
Blue Water Cafe  
(Photo from bluewatercafe.net

Pino Posteraro 
Cioppino’s Mediterranean Grill 
(Photo courtesy of Cioppino’s Mediterranean Grill) 

Andrew Richardson 
Elisa

Chris Whittaker  
Forage 
Silver, 2015 Vintners Brunch pairing competition 

Vikram Vij  
Vij’s

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
February 22-March 2, 2025 
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The heart of the Vancouver International Wine Festival is the Tasting Room at the 
Vancouver Convention Centre. Over 12,000 people attend six tasting sessions there 
on Thursday, Friday and Saturday of festival week.

All participating wineries present 4-5 select wines at four International Festival 
Tastings for the public and two Trade Tastings reserved for members of the food & 
beverage and hospitality industries. Festivalgoers who discover wines they like may 
buy them at BC Liquor Stores’ onsite festival wine shop and have them shipped for 
free to their local BC Liquor Store.

“Besides the, oh, [750]-ish wines being poured by winemakers and principals from 
[the] wineries, there’s nothing like enjoying the big-city buzz of the room at 
Vancouver Convention Centre West, with that jaw-dropping view of the harbour.” 
Kurtis Kolt, The Georgia Straight

EVENTS 
INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL TASTINGS

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
February 22-March 2, 2025 
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Another 35+ special events orbit the Tasting Room. The lineup includes seminars, 
tutored tastings, dinners, lunches, wine minglers and more. The eight-day festival 
opens with the Bacchanalia Gala Dinner + Auction on the Saturday before festival 
week, and wraps up with a Sunday lunch. Some 300 wines, in addition to those 
served at the big tastings, are offered at special events.

EVENTS 
SEMINARS, DINNERS AND MINGLERS

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
February 22-March 2, 2025 
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The three-day Trade Days Conference (February 26-28) will bring together 5,000 
wine business trendsetters and influencers behind Vancouver’s dynamic wine 
and fine dining scene. There are 10 trade-only events at Vancouver Convention 
Centre, including seminars, a plenary, lunches and awards, and two Trade 
Tastings.

VIWF TRADE DAYS 
3 DAYS – THE TOP WINE TRADE EVENT IN CANADA

2023 Spirited Industry Professional Award  
John Bishop

2023 Sommelier of the Year 
Kelcie Jones

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
February 22-March 2, 2025 
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The high-net-worth attendees at Bacchanalia Gala Dinner + Auction happily pay, 
say, $10,000 for a rare bottle of 1906 Château Latour or $20,000 for a celebrity dining 
experience at Vij’s Restaurant. Recent auctions have offered a $7,000 bottle of 
1949 Château Haut-Brion and a 1982 Bordeaux Collection of Mouton Rothschild, 
Margaux, Cheval Blanc and Latour Haut Brion valued at $9,750, to name a few. 
Bacchanalia Gala, which annually launches the Vancouver International Wine 
Festival, is one of the most spectacular events in the city. In addition to the serious 
wine and magnificent epicurean feasts and travel on auction, guests enjoy a 
fabulous five-course dinner paired with 10 wines at the Hotel Vancouver. All gala 
proceeds benefit Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival.

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
February 22-March 2, 2025 
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We tailor our sponsorship packages to suit the objectives and budgets of our 
sponsors. And we knock ourselves out to help make your sponsorship work for you. 
We want our sponsors to profit from their association with the festival. Let’s discuss 
what you want your sponsorship to achieve and we’ll suggest dynamic opportunities 
for your consideration. Prices range from $5,000 to $100,000+.

Your suite of benefits might include:

• Experiential marketing, display and sampling opportunities for festivalgoer
engagement

• Corporate entertainment at premium (and sold out) events, big or small
• Brand recognition

• Increase your profile by sponsoring a platform that works for you – a tasting
or other event, an award or program

• Logo, wordmark and/or editorial recognition in our $350,000 marketing
initiatives, including ad campaign, website, e-newsletters, brochures and
tasting program

• Promotional and editorial opportunities via our social media channels
• Category exclusivity

SPONSORSHIP OVERVIEW

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
February 22-March 2, 2025 
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A booth in the Tasting Room allows you to interact with nearly 15,000 festivalgoers. 
Top sponsors receive priority placement. 

EXPERIENTIAL MARKETING

The Vancouver Sun leveraged its sponsorship to increase ad sales. At the booth, 
festivalgoers sampled wines selected by wine writer Anthony Gismondi and redeemed Sun 
“passports” for rewards.

Acura displayed one of their premium vehicles in 
the Tasting Room

Festivalgoers got VIP treatment  in the  Delta Air Lines 
Tasting Lounge

Food services distributor Sysco served delicious chef-crafted small plates.

Terra Breads served their stone-hearth baked breads. FIJI Water sampled its premium waters to festivalgoers.

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
February 22-March 2, 2025 

VanWineFest.ca  |  Sponsors@VanWineFest.ca
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Most events at the Vancouver International Wine Festival sell out, many on the 
first day tickets go on sale. Treat your guests to this hot-ticket festival through 
sponsor-exclusive entertainment opportunities. Some ideas:

• Tickets to the invitation-only Festival Toast
• Tickets to the International Festival Tastings
• Exclusive sommelier-guided tours of the tastings
• Tickets to your sponsored event
• Table(s) with priority placement at Bacchanalia Gala Dinner + Auction
• Advance buying opportunity for other events

ENTERTAINMENT AND HOSPITALITY

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
February 22-March 2, 2025 

VanWineFest.ca  |  Sponsors@VanWineFest.ca
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VanWineFest’s ~$420,000 marketing initiatives allow plenty of opportunity for sponsor 
recognition. Wherever possible, branding, such as logo, wordmark and/or editorial 
recognition, is integrated into your sponsored platform, allowing your brand to stand 
out onsite or in publications. When your platform is promoted within a VanWineFest 
communiqué – whether that’s online promotion, a print ad, promotional brochure, e-
news blast or tasting program, for example – your logo will appear in the platform 
portion whenever possible.

FESTIVAL PUBLICATIONS AND COMMUNICATION ASSETS

Most publications, including digital publications, offer ad space, logo recognition 
and editorial reference to sponsors. These are available exclusively to sponsors, 
with the exception of the Tasting Program, which accepts ads for products non-
competitive with sponsors. Some benefits, such as ads in the promotional brochure, 
are available to major sponsors only.

• Website – 118,300 sessions; 310,500 page views; 83,600 unique visitors
• Promotional  brochure – distributed digitally
• E-News – 10,000 subscribers including 1,300 trade subscribers; ~25 e-news 

annually. Average 55% open rate.
• Tasting Program – 5,000 printed, 52 pages
• Festival app (iOS and Android) 4,100 installations
• Paid and in-kind media – print and online media budget $420,000
• Earned media (editorial) – ~119 million impressions 

BRAND RECOGNITION

BENEFITINGSPECIAL THANKS

The Wine
World is Here
TASTING ROOM PROGRAM

FEB 28–MAR 2, 2019

16 Countries 
 FEATURING

MAJOR SPONSORS MAJOR PARTNERS

@VanWineFest  �  �  �  |  #VIWF  |  VanWineFest.ca

Indulge in a premium experience with flat-bed seats,  
refined dining with curated wine pairings, and  
exceptional service at every step.

UNPARALLELED LUXURY 
ON LONG-HAUL FLIGHTS.
CHOOSE DELTA ONE®.

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
February 22-March 2, 2025 
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12+ million potential reach • 1.5 million tracked impressions

  X

• 11,900 followers 
View more at @VanWineFest

  FACEBOOK

• 7,400 followers
View more at facebook.com/VanWineFest

  INSTAGRAM

• 8,100 followers
View more at instagram.com/VanWineFest

Accelerate your impact through VanWineFest’s social media platforms. We not only engage with festivalgoers, 80 percent of whom hail from 
the Metro Vancouver area, but with other wine lovers, and producers, from across Canada and around the world. We can provide impactful 
and innovative platforms that enable engagement with your target market.

SOCIAL MEDIA

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
February 22-March 2, 2025 

VanWineFest.ca  |  Sponsors@VanWineFest.ca
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PUBLICATIONS

www.bcliquorstores.com
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GET
HOME
SAFE

MAKE IT PART
OF THE PLAN

Visit the BC Liquor Stores Get Home Safe booth, 
located outside the Festival Wine Shop, and pick up a 

complimentary single zone transit ticket. The ride’s on us!

Delta One available on long- haul international flights, and on transcontinental flights between JFK and LAX, and JFK and 
SFO. Must be 21 or over for alcoholic beverages; please drink responsibly. Get the details at delta.com/deltaone. 

NOTHING  
OVERLOOKED.

EVERYTHING LOOKED OVER.

Meals that make you want seconds. Seats that turn into actual beds. Wine 
worthy of a sommelier (because, yes, we have one). Maybe our new Delta 
One™ cabin is actually cloud nine.

11-030-15_VancouverWineFest_5.375x8.375.indd   1 11/12/15   8:59 AM

All sponsors have the option of placing an ad in the Tasting 
Room program. And, of course, all sponsor logos appear on the 
sponsor recognition page.

To download a publication, click on the cover or link.

Tasting Room program (8,000)

Margrit Biever Mondavi put the
soul in California winery

Italy showcased at the 38th
Vancouver International
Wine Festival

Flavours of the Fraser Valley

Salut! Vancouver 
International Wine Festival: 
Benvenuti Italiani

VS Now

FOR THE FESTIVAL 
NEWS YOU NEED

DOWNLOAD OUR FREE 
SMARTPHONE APP NOW

Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, and iPod touch are 
trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and  
other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc.

Ad samples from the Tasting Room Program

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
February 22-March 2, 2025 

VanWineFest.ca  |  Sponsors@VanWineFest.ca
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https://vanwinefest.ca/tradedays/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/01/VIWF2019_TradeBrochure_AW_2019.01.02_WEB_Spreads.pdf
https://vanwinefest.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/WF2019_Online_LR.pdf


19

BRAND RECOGNITION &  
OUR 2024 MEDIA PARTNERS
Sponsors are recognized in our extensive print campaign

Sponsor branding in the ad campaign appears in conjunction with each sponsor’s platform when possible. This double-page spread in The Vancouver Sun launched 
the tickets-on-sale campaign. Other sponsors appear in the “logo soup” section here; in subsequent ads, many will appear in their platform-specific spotlight.

VINE STARS FROM CALIFORNIA
Below are a few of the men and women behind the outstanding wines of the Golden State. In addition to meeting 
California vine stars in the Tasting Room (February 28 & March 1, 7-10 p.m. and March 2, 2:30-5 p.m. and 7-10 p.m.),  
you can meet all 53 of them at the Festive California lunch. This culinary journey through California is on Saturday, 
March 2, 12-2 p.m., at Vancouver Convention Centre West. 

Jamie Benziger
Winemaker, Imagery Estate Winery

Born and raised in 
Sonoma County’s wine 
business, Jamie studied 
Marketing at Loyola 
Marymount University 

and Sonoma State University. She 
interned at Gundlach Bundschu, studied 
the chemistry of wine at St. Francis and 
Bogle wineries, travelled to New Zealand 
to drag hoses in the cellar at Villa Maria, 
and got her hands dirty in the field at 
Enterprise Vineyards. Now she is back 
home, working alongside her number one 
mentor, her dad, Joe Benziger.

Meet at:
• Next Gen California, seminar,  

Saturday, March 2, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

Jean-Charles Boisset
Proprietor, Boisset Collection 

Jean-Charles Boisset 
was born into the world 
of wine in Vougeot, 
Burgundy, France. Under 
his leadership, the 

Boisset Collection operates 24 wineries 
in California, France, and Canada. 
Decanter magazine has included him on 
its “Power List” of the 50 most important 
people in the wine world each year of its 
publication since 2007. His many honours 
include Meininger’s International Wine 
Entrepreneur of the Year, “Innovator of 
the Year” from Wine Enthusiast Magazine 
and the first-ever French-American 
Partnership Award from the French 
America Foundation.

Meet at: 
• Pinot’s Siren Call of Seduction, seminar,  

Thursday, February 28, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

Harvest Duhig
Winemaker, Caymus Vineyards,  
Wagner Family of Wine

Harvest graduated from 
the Viticulture and 
Enology program at the 
University of California in 
Davis. In 2002, after a few 

years working with some fantastic 
California wineries, she met Chuck 
Wagner, who offered her a job working for 
Caymus Vineyards at a small production 
facility high on Atlas Peak Road. In 
addition to her winemaking duties, Harvest 
is a key player in vineyard development 
and grower relations for the winery. 

Meet at:
• California Crush, mingler, Waterview,

Tuesday, February 26, 8:30-11 p.m.
• Hy’s Caymus Wine Dinner, dinner,  

Hy’s Steakhouse & Cocktail Bar, 
Wednesday, February 27, 6:30-10 p.m.

• The Icons of Napa Valley, seminar,  
Friday, March 1, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

• Next Gen California, seminar,  
Saturday, March 2, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

Gina Gallo
Vice President, Winemaking –  
Estate Wines, E. &J. Gallo Winery

Gina Gallo developed a 
deep respect for the land 
early on. After studying 
winemaking at the 
University of California at 

Davis, Gina became an apprentice 
winemaker at E. & J. Gallo Winery, under 
the careful guidance of her grandfather, 
Julio. Today, as the winemaker behind the 
Gallo Signature Series, Gina carves out 
specific blocks on the most sought-after 
vineyards to hand craft limited batches  
of wine.

Meet at:
• Explore California!, dinner,  

The Vancouver Club, 
Tuesday, February 26, 6:30-10 p.m.

• Pinot’s Siren Call of Seduction, seminar, 
Thursday, February 28, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

• Next Gen California, seminar,  
Saturday, March 2, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

Austin Hope
Winemaker / President,  
Hope Family Wines

After graduating from Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo with 
a degree in fruit science, 
Austin worked with 
Caymus founder Chuck 

Wagner in Napa, learning the nuts and 
bolts of the wine business. After 
beginning as the assistant winemaker at 
his family’s winery, Treana, Austin 
became winemaker for the Hope portfolio 
in 1998. In 2009, Austin Hope was named 
“Winemaker of the Year” at the California 
Mid-State Fair. 

Meet at:
• California Crush, mingler, Waterview, 

Tuesday, February 26, 8:30-11 p.m.
• Just Chill, mingler,  

The Loft at Earls Yaletown,  
Wednesday, February 27, 8-10 p.m.

• Rhône Around the World, seminar,  
Friday, March 1, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

• Next Gen California, seminar,  
Saturday, March 2, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

Genevieve Janssons
Chief Winemaker,  
Robert Mondavi Winery

After receiving her 
National Diploma of 
Enology, Genevieve 
managed her family’s 
vineyards in Corsica and 

France, but moved to the Napa Valley in 
1978 to join Robert Mondavi Winery as a 
lab enologist and assistant enologist. In 
1989, she became Director of Production 
at Opus One Winery. Then rejoined 
Mondavi as the Director of Winemaking, 
where she is now Chief Winemaker. In 
2009, the French government honoured 
Genevieve as an “Officier” of the Ordre 
National du Mérite Agricole. 

Meet at:
• Discover Robert Mondavi Winery, 

dinner, Ancora Waterfront Dining and 
Patio, Tuesday, February 26, 6:30-10 p.m.

• RMW: A Visionary Journey, seminar, 
Thursday, February 28, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

Joel Peterson
Founder, Ravenswood Winery

From two single vineyard 
Zinfandels in 1976, Joel 
Peterson has shepherded 
Ravenswood from a small 
one-man winery, to a 

respected producer of approximately one 
million cases of red wine. A current 
member and former president of the 
Sonoma Valley Vintners and Growers 
Alliance (SVVGA), Joel is on the Board of 
Directors for the Sonoma County 
Vintners. In 2011, Joel was inducted into 
the Vintners Hall of Fame. 

Meet at:
• Ravenswood’s Godfather of Zin, seminar,  

Saturday, March 2, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

Randy Ullom
Winemaster, Kendall-Jackson

A native of Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, Randy Ullom 
studied crop production 
with a specialty in 
Viticulture and Enology at 

Ohio State University. Hired by Jess 
Jackson in 1992 as Winemaker for some 
of Jackson Family Wines smaller and 
international vineyards, Randy was the 
appointed Winemaster for Kendall-
Jackson in 1997.

Meet at:
• Next World Chardonnay, seminar,  

The Vancouver Club,  
Tuesday, February 26, 4:30-6 p.m.

Paul Wagner
Wine educator and writer

Paul Wagner has been an 
instructor for Napa Valley 
College’s Viticulture and 
Enology department for 
the past 23 years. In 

addition, he teaches at the Culinary 
Institute of America at Greystone, is a 
guest lecturer at many universities and 
has spoken at more than 80 conferences 
throughout the world on wine, wine 
education, wine tourism, public affairs, 
and wine marketing. With Rick Kushman 
of Capital Public Radio, he hosts “Bottle 
Talk,” a weekly conversation about wine. 

Meet at: 
• Pinot’s Siren Call of Seduction, seminar,  

Thursday, February 28, 5:15-6:45 p.m.
• Gusto Latinoamericana, lunch,  

Lift Bar Grill View, Saturday, March 2,  
11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

The Wine  
World is Here

FEB 23–MAR 3, 2019

8 DAYS 16 COUNTRIES 25 VENUES

DREAM BIG: CALIFORNIA STYLE
For 41 years, the Vancouver International Wine Festival has connected 
festivalgoers directly with some of the world’s top winemakers. And this year 
is no exception. You can find these renowned vine stars pouring and discussing 
their wines at the International Festival Tastings and at winery dinners and 
special tastings noted. All events at Vancouver Convention Centre West unless otherwise noted.

VINE STARS FROM THE REST OF THE WORLD

Cecilia Carrasco
Regional Export Manager,  
Familia Zuccardi

Cecilia Carrasco, born in 
Mendoza, Argentina, has 
a degree in foreign trade, 
and an MBA from 
Universidad Nacional de 

Cuyo. She has been the export manager 
in charge of the Canadian market at 
Familia Zuccardi since 2017, and has 
more than 10 years of experience in 
international trade.

Meet at:
• Just Chill, mingler,  

The Loft at Earls Yaletown, 
Wednesday, February 27, 8-10 p.m.

• PICA Kitchen Party, lunch, Pacific
Institute of Culinary Arts, Saturday, 
March 2, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

• The Shape of Wine, seminar, 
Saturday, March 2, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

• Vintners Brunch, brunch,
Sunday, March 3, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Christine Coletta
Co-owner, Free Form by Okanagan  
Crush Pad

Christine Coletta and her 
husband Steve Lornie 
own Okanagan Crush 
Pad, a family-run winery 
located in Summerland, 

BC, that is home to their Haywire, 
Narrative and Free Form wine labels. 
Christine spent nine years as the 
founding executive director of the BC 
Wine Institute and Wines of Canada, 
where she was instrumental in 
establishing the region’s appellation 
system and growing market share, and 14 
years consulting in the field of marketing, 
branding and communications. 

Meet at:
• Pinot’s Siren Call of Seduction, seminar,

Thursday, February 28, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

Moreno Coronica
Winemaker / Owner, Coronica

The tradition of wine 
production for the 
Coronica family began 
four generations ago. The 
Coronica winery is 

located near the tourist town of Umag, on 
the northwestern coast of Istria in 
Croatia. The youngest member of the 
Coronica family, Moreno, with his father 
Ottavian, continue to follow the family 
tradition of producing some of the best 
Teran and Malvazija wines in Croatia.

Meet at:
• Bacchanalia Gala Dinner + Auction, 

dinner, Fairmont Hotel Vancouver, 
Saturday, February 23, 6-11 p.m.

• A Taste of Croatia, dinner, L’Abattoir, 
Tuesday, February 26, 6:30-10 p.m.

• Grapes Unknown, seminar,
Thursday, February 26, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

Anthony Gismondi
Publisher, Gismondionwine.com;  
wine writer, Vancouver Sun

Anthony Gismondi is the 
wine columnist at the 
Vancouver Sun, co-host 
of BC Food and Wine 
Radio, and publishes the 

wine review website gismondionwine.
com. In his spare time, he is the Canada 
section editor for Hugh Johnson’s Pocket 
Wine Book and writes a wine column in 
Vancouver’s urban hip Montecristo.

Meet at:
• Next World Chardonnay, seminar,

The Vancouver Club, 
Tuesday, February 26, 4:30-6 p.m.

Sam Temme
General Manager of Sales, Wirra Wirra

After graduating with a 
Wine Marketing degree, 
Sam joined Samuel Smith 
& Son and Negociants 
Australia. Sam’s 

knowledge of the Australian wine 
industry led to his appointment as 
General Manager of Lloyd Brother Wine 
and Olive Company. His success in 
management roles with the Galvanized 
Wine Group and Charles Melton Wines 
led Wirra Wirra to invite him to become 
part of the tribe. 

Meet at:
• Just Chill, mingler, The Loft at Earls 

Yaletown, Wednesday, February 27, 
8-10 p.m.

• The Shape of Wine, seminar, 
Saturday, March 2, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

• Vintners Brunch, brunch, 
Sunday, March 3, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL TASTINGS (IFT) 
The Tasting Room at the Vancouver Convention Centre is the heart of the festival 
and home to four International Festival Tastings over three days, February 28, 
March 1 and 2. You’ll find ~725 wines offered by 160 wineries from 16 countries, 
as well as eight regional tasting stations.

MAJOR PARTNERS

SIGNATURE SPONSORS

FESTIVAL PARTNERS

VINE STAR EVENT SPONSORS

THE VINE STARS ARE HERE
“ONE OF THE VERY BEST  
WINE FESTIVALS IN THE WORLD”

MAKE A WEEKEND OF IT 
Free ticket with hotel booking 
Book a downtown hotel through StayVancouverHotels.com 
and get one FREE International Festival Tasting ticket  
(up to $109 value). 

Choose from four tastings and 38 hotels. Please don’t wine and drive! To get the most out of your 
VanWineFest stay, explore TourismVancouver.com for your trip planning, and check out our Visit 
section at VanWineFest.ca for festival, restaurant and entertainment tips. 

DELTA AIR LINES TASTING LOUNGE 
March 1 or 2, 5:45-9 p.m., $199-$209  
(includes that evening’s IFT)  
Amplify your tasting experience: sample an assortment of 
festival bottles, curated by wine experts, and enjoy some 
light bites in an exclusive lounge adjacent to the Tasting 
Room. Learn more about festival wines and get tasting 
advice for the room. Need a break from the crowds? Simply 
return to the lounge for a more intimate experience. 

FREE BOTTLE CHECK, FREE SHIPPING 
The on-site BC Liquor Store sells all wines sampled at the 
International Festival Tastings. (A ticket for the current IFT 
session is required to use the store). Don’t wait until the 
tasting ends to make your purchases; some coveted wines 
sell out fast. A free bottle check service is available. Buy 
your selections early and bottle check them until you’re 
ready to leave. Repeat as necessary. And whether you buy 
one bottle or 100, wines can be shipped for free to a BC 
Liquor Store anywhere in the province.

MAJOR SPONSORS

54 EVENTS 160 WINERIES 1,450 WINES

FUNDRAISING BENEFITING

Saturday Night! Feb 23, 2019

@VanWineFest        |  #VIWF
Sign up for e-news at VanWineFest.ca

 
Jon Bonné
Journalist and author,  
senior contributing editor, PUNCH

Jon Bonné is one of the most 
influential American voices on 
wine. He is the senior contributing 
editor for PUNCH, and the author of 
The New California Wine and The 
New Wine Rules. Previously Bonné 
was the lifestyle editor and wine 
columnist at MSNBC, wine editor 
and chief wine critic for the San 
Francisco Chronicle, US columnist 
for Decanter and wine columnist for 
Seattle magazine. In 2017, he was 
honored as Feature Writer of the 
Year at the Roederer Awards.

Meet at:
• Rhône Around the World, 

seminar, Friday, March 1,  
5:15-6:45 p.m.

KEYNOTE 

SPEAKER 

PREMIER SPONSORS

FEATURING

TICKETS ON SALE WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9 AT 9:30 A.M.
VanWineFest.ca  •  604.873.3311  •  Toll free 1.877.321.3121
• Full details online at VanWineFest.ca
• Click the interactive Festival at a Glance for event details
• If you’re in our database, your brochure is in the mail. Or pick one up at your local  

BC Liquor Stores or wine shop. Or download one online
• It’s a deal! All ticket prices include wine, food (if it is a food event), gratuities,

service charges, and taxes. No additional charges
• Phone orders Monday-Friday, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
• In person at 202-162 West 1st Avenue, Vancouver, BC. Monday-Friday, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
• Trade Days Conference tickets on sale Wednesday, January 23 at 9:30 a.m.  

(available to wine and hospitality professionals only)
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vineyards to hand craft limited batches  
of wine.

Meet at:
• Explore California!, dinner,  

The Vancouver Club,  
Tuesday, February 26, 6:30-10 p.m.

• Pinot’s Siren Call of Seduction, seminar,  
Thursday, February 28, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

• Next Gen California, seminar,  
Saturday, March 2, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

Joel Peterson
Founder, Ravenswood Winery

From two single vineyard 
Zinfandels in 1976, Joel 
Peterson has shepherded 
Ravenswood from a small 
one-man winery, to a 

respected producer of approximately one 
million cases of red wine. A current 
member and former president of the 
Sonoma Valley Vintners and Growers 
Alliance (SVVGA), Joel is on the Board of 
Directors for the Sonoma County 
Vintners. In 2011, Joel was inducted into 
the Vintners Hall of Fame. 

Meet at:
• Ravenswood’s Godfather of Zin, seminar,  

Saturday, March 2, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

Randy Ullom
Winemaster, Kendall-Jackson

A native of Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, Randy Ullom 
studied crop production 
with a specialty in 
Viticulture and Enology at 

Ohio State University. Hired by Jess 
Jackson in 1992 as Winemaker for some 
of Jackson Family Wines smaller and 
international vineyards, Randy was the 
appointed Winemaster for Kendall-
Jackson in 1997.

Meet at:
• Next World Chardonnay, seminar,

The Vancouver Club,  
Tuesday, February 26, 4:30-6 p.m.

Paul Wagner
Wine educator and writer

Paul Wagner has been an 
instructor for Napa Valley 
College’s Viticulture and 
Enology department for 
the past 23 years. In 

addition, he teaches at the Culinary 
Institute of America at Greystone, is a 
guest lecturer at many universities and 
has spoken at more than 80 conferences 
throughout the world on wine, wine 
education, wine tourism, public affairs, 
and wine marketing. With Rick Kushman 
of Capital Public Radio, he hosts “Bottle 
Talk,” a weekly conversation about wine. 

Meet at: 
• Pinot’s Siren Call of Seduction, seminar,  

Thursday, February 28, 5:15-6:45 p.m.
• Gusto Latinoamericana, lunch,  

Lift Bar Grill View, Saturday, March 2,  
11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

8 DAYS 16 COUNTRIES 25 VENUES
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VINE STARS FROM THE REST OF THE WORLD

Cecilia Carrasco
Regional Export Manager,  
Familia Zuccardi

Cecilia Carrasco, born in 
Mendoza, Argentina, has 
a degree in foreign trade, 
and an MBA from 
Universidad Nacional de 

Cuyo. She has been the export manager 
in charge of the Canadian market at 
Familia Zuccardi since 2017, and has 
more than 10 years of experience in 
international trade.

Meet at:
• Just Chill, mingler,  

The Loft at Earls Yaletown,  
Wednesday, February 27, 8-10 p.m.

• PICA Kitchen Party, lunch, Pacific
Institute of Culinary Arts, Saturday, 
March 2, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

• The Shape of Wine, seminar,
Saturday, March 2, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

• Vintners Brunch, brunch, 
Sunday, March 3, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Christine Coletta
Co-owner, Free Form by Okanagan  
Crush Pad

Christine Coletta and her 
husband Steve Lornie 
own Okanagan Crush 
Pad, a family-run winery 
located in Summerland, 

BC, that is home to their Haywire, 
Narrative and Free Form wine labels. 
Christine spent nine years as the 
founding executive director of the BC 
Wine Institute and Wines of Canada, 
where she was instrumental in 
establishing the region’s appellation 
system and growing market share, and 14 
years consulting in the field of marketing, 
branding and communications. 

Meet at:
• Pinot’s Siren Call of Seduction, seminar,  

Thursday, February 28, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

Moreno Coronica
Winemaker / Owner, Coronica

The tradition of wine 
production for the 
Coronica family began 
four generations ago. The 
Coronica winery is 

located near the tourist town of Umag, on 
the northwestern coast of Istria in 
Croatia. The youngest member of the 
Coronica family, Moreno, with his father 
Ottavian, continue to follow the family 
tradition of producing some of the best 
Teran and Malvazija wines in Croatia.

Meet at:
• Bacchanalia Gala Dinner + Auction, 

dinner, Fairmont Hotel Vancouver, 
Saturday, February 23, 6-11 p.m.

• A Taste of Croatia, dinner, L’Abattoir, 
Tuesday, February 26, 6:30-10 p.m.

• Grapes Unknown, seminar,  
Thursday, February 26, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

Anthony Gismondi
Publisher, Gismondionwine.com;  
wine writer, Vancouver Sun

Anthony Gismondi is the 
wine columnist at the 
Vancouver Sun, co-host 
of BC Food and Wine 
Radio, and publishes the 

wine review website gismondionwine.
com. In his spare time, he is the Canada
section editor for Hugh Johnson’s Pocket 
Wine Book and writes a wine column in 
Vancouver’s urban hip Montecristo.

Meet at:
• Next World Chardonnay, seminar,

The Vancouver Club,  
Tuesday, February 26, 4:30-6 p.m.

Sam Temme
General Manager of Sales, Wirra Wirra

After graduating with a 
Wine Marketing degree, 
Sam joined Samuel Smith 
& Son and Negociants 
Australia. Sam’s 

knowledge of the Australian wine 
industry led to his appointment as 
General Manager of Lloyd Brother Wine 
and Olive Company. His success in 
management roles with the Galvanized 
Wine Group and Charles Melton Wines 
led Wirra Wirra to invite him to become 
part of the tribe. 

Meet at:
• Just Chill, mingler, The Loft at Earls 

Yaletown, Wednesday, February 27, 
8-10 p.m.

• The Shape of Wine, seminar, 
Saturday, March 2, 5:15-6:45 p.m.

• Vintners Brunch, brunch, 
Sunday, March 3, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL TASTINGS (IFT) 
The Tasting Room at the Vancouver Convention Centre is the heart of the festival 
and home to four International Festival Tastings over three days, February 28, 
March 1 and 2. You’ll find ~725 wines offered by 160 wineries from 16 countries, 
as well as eight regional tasting stations.

MAJOR PARTNERS

SIGNATURE SPONSORS

FESTIVAL PARTNERS

VINE STAR EVENT SPONSORS

THE VINE STARS ARE HERE
“ONE OF THE VERY BEST  
WINE FESTIVALS IN THE WORLD”

MAKE A WEEKEND OF IT 
Free ticket with hotel booking 
Book a downtown hotel through StayVancouverHotels.com 
and get one FREE International Festival Tasting ticket  
(up to $109 value). 

Choose from four tastings and 38 hotels. Please don’t wine and drive! To get the most out of your 
VanWineFest stay, explore TourismVancouver.com for your trip planning, and check out our Visit 
section at VanWineFest.ca for festival, restaurant and entertainment tips. 

DELTA AIR LINES TASTING LOUNGE 
March 1 or 2, 5:45-9 p.m., $199-$209  
(includes that evening’s IFT)  
Amplify your tasting experience: sample an assortment of 
festival bottles, curated by wine experts, and enjoy some 
light bites in an exclusive lounge adjacent to the Tasting 
Room. Learn more about festival wines and get tasting 
advice for the room. Need a break from the crowds? Simply 
return to the lounge for a more intimate experience. 

FREE BOTTLE CHECK, FREE SHIPPING 
The on-site BC Liquor Store sells all wines sampled at the 
International Festival Tastings. (A ticket for the current IFT 
session is required to use the store). Don’t wait until the 
tasting ends to make your purchases; some coveted wines 
sell out fast. A free bottle check service is available. Buy 
your selections early and bottle check them until you’re 
ready to leave. Repeat as necessary. And whether you buy 
one bottle or 100, wines can be shipped for free to a BC 
Liquor Store anywhere in the province.

MAJOR SPONSORS

54 EVENTS 160 WINERIES 1,450 WINES

FUNDRAISING BENEFITING

Saturday Night! Feb 23, 2019

@VanWineFest        |  #VIWF
Sign up for e-news at VanWineFest.ca

Jon Bonné
Journalist and author,  
senior contributing editor, PUNCH

Jon Bonné is one of the most 
influential American voices on 
wine. He is the senior contributing 
editor for PUNCH, and the author of 
The New California Wine and The 
New Wine Rules. Previously Bonné 
was the lifestyle editor and wine 
columnist at MSNBC, wine editor 
and chief wine critic for the San 
Francisco Chronicle, US columnist 
for Decanter and wine columnist for 
Seattle magazine. In 2017, he was 
honored as Feature Writer of the 
Year at the Roederer Awards.

Meet at:
• Rhône Around the World, 

seminar, Friday, March 1,  
5:15-6:45 p.m.

KEYNOTE 

SPEAKER 

PREMIER SPONSORS

FEATURING

TICKETS ON SALE WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9 AT 9:30 A.M.
VanWineFest.ca  •  604.873.3311  •  Toll free 1.877.321.3121
• Full details online at VanWineFest.ca
• Click the interactive Festival at a Glance for event details
• If you’re in our database, your brochure is in the mail. Or pick one up at your local

BC Liquor Stores or wine shop. Or download one online
• It’s a deal! All ticket prices include wine, food (if it is a food event), gratuities,  

service charges, and taxes. No additional charges
• Phone orders Monday-Friday, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
• In person at 202-162 West 1st Avenue, Vancouver, BC. Monday-Friday, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
• Trade Days Conference tickets on sale Wednesday, January 23 at 9:30 a.m.

(available to wine and hospitality professionals only)

PARTNERS IN 
WINE & THEATRE
OUR PARTNERS HELPED US RAISE $240,000 FOR BARD. THANK YOU!

Wines from California took centre stage at the 2019 Vancouver International Wine 
Festival to help celebrate our 41st year of pairing wine with the performing arts. 
Fifty-three wineries from the Golden State joined 107 wineries from 16 countries, 
participating in eight days of tastings, seminars, dinners, lunches and wine parties. 

In the process they helped raise $240,000 for Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival, 
our charitable partner! Thank you to everyone – festivalgoers, wineries and their agents, 
wine organizations, industry partners, consulate generals and embassies, hospitality 
community, sponsors, exhibitors, auction donors, volunteers, board & committee members, 
event coordinators and staff – whose generous support helped create an extraordinary 
festival and made this contribution possible. We couldn’t have done it without you.

California rose to great heights in the Tasting Room; Bard artistic director Christopher Gaze, VIWF executive 
director Harry Hertscheg, VIWF board chair Mark Hicken, and Bard executive director Claire Sakaki raise a 
glass to 2019; wine writer Jon Bonné delivers the festival’s keynote speech; the Gala auctions helped raise 
$240,000 for Bard in 2019. VIWF photos by Christine McAvoy.

THANK YOU TO OUR 2019 COMMITTEE MEMBERS

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Mark Hicken (Chair)
Garth Thurber (Treasurer)
Randy J. Kaardal, QC (Past Chair)
Judith Arcand
Jim Bovard
Blair Curtis
Rocco D’Agostino
Carmen D’Onofrio Jr.
Karen Graham
David Hopgood
Margie Knox
Bill Michael
Peter Rae
Claire Sakaki
Jim Williams

WINERY SELECTION 
COMMITTEE

David Hopgood (Chair)
Mark Hicken
Tim Pawsey
Jim Robertson
Stephen Schiedel
Mark Shipway
Mark Taylor

PLANNING 
COMMITTEE

Carmen D’Onofrio, Jr. (Chair)
Judith Arcand
Lesley Brown
Sairose Fisher
Mark Hicken
David Hopgood
John McLaughlin
Peter Rae
Colleen Wilkinson

BACCHANALIA GALA 
COMMITTEE

Jana Maclagan (Chair)
Blair Curtis (Auction Chair)
Hussain Askari
Sandra Bosworth
Dr. Lawrence Burr
Brent Ehrl
Mark Hicken
Jonathan Lai
Tania Tomaszewska

GALA EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE

Mark Hicken (Chair)
Blair Curtis
Harry Hertscheg
Margie Knox
Jana Maclagan
Claire Sakaki

@VanWineFest        |  #VIWF  |  Sign up for E-News at VanWineFest.ca

THANK YOU TO OUR 2019 FESTIVAL PARTNERS

MAJOR SPONSORS

SIGNATURE SPONSORS

FESTIVAL SPONSORS

SPECIAL EVENTS 

TASTING ROOM

FESTIVAL SUPPORTERS

SEE YOU IN 2020!
42ND VANCOUVER INTERNATIONAL WINE FESTIVAL

February 22-March 1, 2020 
Mark your calendar! Discounted tickets to select events on sale November 6

VIVE LA FRANCE!  

FEB 23–MAR 3, 2019

MAJOR PARTNERS PREMIER SPONSORS

BENEFITINGFUNDRAISING

 The Wine World  is  Here
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Fifty-three wineries from the Golden State joined 107 wineries from 16 countries,
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wine organizations, industry partners, consulate generals and embassies, hospitality 
community, sponsors, exhibitors, auction donors, volunteers, board & committee members,
event coordinators and staff – whose generous support helped create an extraordinary 
festival and made this contribution possible. We couldn’t have done it without you.
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director Harry Hertscheg, VIWF board chair Mark Hicken, and Bard executive director Claire Sakaki raise a 
glass to 2019; wine writer Jon Bonné delivers the festival’s keynote speech; the Gala auctions helped raise 
$240,000 for Bard in 2019. VIWF photos by Christine McAvoy.
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 The Wine World is Here

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
February 22-March 2, 2025 

VanWineFest.ca  |  Sponsors@VanWineFest.ca



20

Some options:

• Presenting sponsor of VIWF
• Title sponsor of the Tasting Room, the most valuable real estate

at the festival
• International Festival Tastings (four public tastings – choose one, or all four.

These are the festival’s biggest events.)
• Volunteer program (branded aprons or shirts – 100 “mobile billboards”). Highly

visible and often photographed
• Pouring Team volunteers (exclusive seminars and tastings; branded aprons)
• Wine minglers
• Special Events
• Wi-Fi sponsor – keep everybody connected

PROPRIETARY PLATFORMS

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
February 22-March 2, 2025 

VanWineFest.ca  |  Sponsors@VanWineFest.ca
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We would love to meet with you to discuss sponsorship of the Vancouver 
International Wine Festival.

Please contact us at Sponsors@VanWineFest.ca 

NEXT STEPS

46th Vancouver International Wine Festival 
February 22-March 2, 2025 

VanWineFest.ca  |  Sponsors@VanWineFest.ca




