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2026 Celebrating Excellence Award Winners

The 47t Vancouver International Wine Festival proudly honoured the people and places that make
such an annual significant contribution to B.C.'s vibrant wine & food scene. The following awards
were presented at the 22" Annual Awards Lunch, presented by ContainerWorld, on Friday, March 13.
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Onstage Gold Award winners, left to right: Franco Michienzi, Elisa; Robert Stelmachuk, Mott 32 Vancouver; Tara Pole & Chris Rielly, Nightingale;

Sarah Doerksen, Dachi; Reverie Beall, AnnalLena

SPIRITED INDUSTRY
PROFESSIONAL

Carmen D’Onoffio,
Managing Director, Stile Brands

The annual Spirited Industry Professional Award is
presented to an individual who has made a significant
contribution to the sales, service, or promotion of
wine in British Columbia.

Carmen D'Onoffrio is the Managing Director at
Vancouver’s Stile Brands, a family-owned agency that
imports and markets premium wines, spirits, and beers.
Carmen was a member of the Vancouver International
Wine Festival Board of Directors for 10 years and a past
chair of the Planning Committee. He was also a Director
of the Italian Chamber of Commerce and is a current
Director and Past President of the Import Vintners and
Spirits Association (IVSA).

He currently is the President of the Italian Canadian
Sports Federation (ICSF) and has been President of
the Commercial Drive Business Society for the last

20 years. He is extremely proud of the many things
he has been able to accomplish while on these boards,
but his proudest initiative was establishing Italian Day
on The Drive in 2010. This event has now become the
largest cultural street festival in Canada. In a previous
life, Carmen was a professional soccer player and
proudly represented Canada at the U-19 and U-21
level and played professionally for the Vancouver
86ers, the Toronto Lynx, and the Edmonton Drillers.
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SOMMELIER
OF THE YEAR

Michael Littleford,
This is Wine School

The Sommelier of the Year Award recognizes
working sommeliers who consistently demonstrate an
outstanding passion for marrying wine with food and
a dedication to exceptional service. This year’s winner,
Michael Littleford, was selected through a hands-

on competition organized by the BC Chapter of the
Canadian Association of Professional Sommeliers,
held on February 2.

Michael was also awarded the 2026 Terry Threlfall
Legacy Scholarship, which offers a unique multi-

day wine experience in London, England, designed to
expand the winner’s knowledge, skills, and exposure to
the international wine scene. The award was established
in the name of Terry Threlfall, the festival’s longtime
sommelier, who passed away suddenly in October 2020.

Born and raised in East Vancouver, Michael has been
working as a sommelier in Vancouver for the past 10
years. Beginning as a sommelier at Nightingale, moving
on to run the wine programs for CinCin, then Published
on Main, he brings a wealth of practical knowledge to his
wine pursuits. On the classroom side of things, Michael
holds his WSET Level 4 Diploma, and is both an Italian
and French wine scholar through the Wine Scholar Guild.
In 2025, Michael came second in the Best Sommelier
of BC Competition and was crowned “Best Taster”,
followed by winning the title in 2026. Beyond the world
of wine, he has a special interest in leisure sports such as
table tennis and bocce ball, as well as spending time in

2026 WINE RETAILER OF

THE YEAR AWARD
Marquis Wine Cellars

The Wine Retailer of the Year Award recognizes

outstanding retail locations that exemplify excellence

in promoting the enjoyment of wine within our
community. The festival solicits nominations from

across the province to recognize a deserving location
that demonstrates exceptional selection, knowledge,

service, engagement, and social responsibility.
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the kitchen or tending the grill whenever possible.
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IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

Terry Threlfall Legacy Scholarship presented by
’ M AND THE THREFALL FAMILY

48t Vancouver International Wine Festival

MARCH 8-13, 2027

Wine Excellence Program Winners

In 2026, the Wine Program Excellence Awards (WPEA) returned with a new vision, new awards, and
new ways to recognize excellence in the restaurant community. The WPEA categories were reimagined
to celebrate the diversity, creativity, and culture of the restaurant community, to recognize industry
leaders, and to inspire continuing excellence. The media sponsor is Vancouver Magazine.

THIS YEAR’S WINNERS ARE:

BEST WINE PROGRAM
IN AN UPSCALE
RESTAURANT

Gold: Elisa

Silver: Blue Water Cafe

Bronze: Marilena Café +
Raw Bar

Honorable Mentions:

Hawksworth Restaurant

Wild Blue Restaurant + Bar

BEST WINE PROGRAM
IN A CONTEMPORARY
RESTAURANT

Gold: Nightingale
Silver: Major Tom
Bronze: L'Abattoir
Honorable Mentions:
Osteria Elio Volpe
Wind Cries Mary

BEST FOR A GLASS

Gold: Dachi

Silver: The Courtney
Room

Bronze: The Stable House
Bistro

Honorable Mentions:

Dear Gus Snack Bar

Chulo Tapas & Bar

BEST FOOD & WINE
PAIRING EXPERIENCE

Gold: Mott 32 Vancouver
Silver: AnnalLena
Bronze: L'Abattoir
Honorable Mentions:
RGE RD

Delara Restaurant

BEST WINE SERVICE
Gold: AnnalLena
Silver: Kissa Tanto
Bronze: L'Abattoir
Honorable Mentions:
Mott 32 Vancouver
Burdock & Co

WINE PROGRAM
EXCELLENCE OF
THE YEAR

Gold: Elisa

Silver: Blue Water Cafe
Bronze: Nightingale
Honorable Mentions:
Mott 32 Vancouver
RGE RD

BEST MICRO
WINE LIST

Gold: Burdock & Co

Silver: Yuwa Japanese
Cuisine

Bronze: Bistro Lapin
Perdu

Honorable Mentions:

Delara

La Tana

BEST BOUTIQUE
WINE LIST

Gold: AnnalLena
Silver: The Stable

House Bistro
Bronze: Dear Gus

Snack Bar
Honorable Mentions:
Wind Cries Mary
Savio Volpe

BEST PREMIER
WINE LIST

Gold: Nightingale

Silver: L'Abattoir

Bronze: Major Tom

Honorable Mentions:

Dachi

Waterfront Wines
Restaurant

BEST GRAND

WINE LIST

Gold: Blue Water Cafe

Silver: Elisa

Bronze: Marilena Cafe
and Raw Bar

Honorable Mentions:

Hawksworth Restaurant

Mott 32 Vancouver

BEST BC WINE LIST
Gold: Waterfront Wines
Restaurant
Silver: Sonora Resort
Bronze: The Arbutus
Room & Bar
Honorable Mentions:
Wildlight Kitchen + Bar
15 Park

BEST REGIONAL
WINE LISTS

Best Italian: CinCin

Best French: L'Abattoir

Best Sake: Yuwa Japanese
Cuisine

Best Spain: Bar Oso

BEST DESIGNED

WINE LIST

Gold: RGE RD

Silver: Major Tom

Bronze: Chambar
Restaurant

Honorable Mentions:

Savio Volpe

The Courtney Room

BEST WINE PROGRAM
FOR DISCOVERY

Gold: Dachi

Silver: Botanist
Bronze: Niwa
Honorable Mentions:
Dear Gus Snack Bar
The Acorn

BEST WINE PROGRAM
IN A WINE BAR
OR LOUNGE

Gold: Dear Gus Snack Bar

Silver: Boulevard Kitchen
& Oyster Bar

Bronze: Bacchus
Restaurant & Lounge

Honorable Mentions:

H Tasting Lounge

Bar Oso

BEST VALUE
WINE PROGRAM

Gold: H Tasting Lounge

Silver: The Arbutus Room
& Bar

Bronze: Pizzeria Tratto

Honorable Mentions:

Boom + Batten

Delara

Bookmark vanwinefest.ca/tradedays/2026-wine-program-excellence-awards for your guide to restaurants

with great wine programs.
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